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Education to Create a Sustainable Future: Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

The United Nations recognizes the critical role education can play in creating sustainable society—a major challenge of the 21%
century. There is a need to explore how education can address environmental, socio-cultural, and economic aspects of sustainable
development and lead to actions by each and every citizen to transform society towards a sustainable future. The United Nations
University (UNU) proposes to establish “Regional Centers of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development” (RCEs) to promote
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) at the regional/local level. The Greater Sendai Area is a candidate site of one of the
initial group of RCEs to be launched in 2005.

Several factors may qualify the Greater Sendai Area as one of the pioneering RCEs. First, the Greater Sendai Area has promoted
important components of ESD such as environmental education and international exchanges by utilizing local resources and regional
characteristics. Second, these activities and initiatives to make our community better have been carried out )Jy forging a dynamic
partnership between local citizens, local governments and local businesses. Third, education for sustainable society in elementary and
secondary schools is organically linked to non-formal education provided by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and local
governments, with Miyagi University of Education playing a pivotal role in connecting formal and non-formal sectors.

Building on these strengths, the Greater Sendai Area will carry out ESD activities in three distinct sub-regions in the Area: the
City of Sendai, the Kabukuri-Izunuma wetland area, and Kesennuma. In the urban area of the City of Sendai, known as the “City of
Trees,” in order to achieve a recycling-béscd society, we will continue to promote conservation of natural environment, reduction of
wastes, environmental education and learning, and international exchange programs with countries also aiming to become a recycling-
based society. Tajiri Town, where the famous wild goose habitat site and Ramsar candidate site Kabukuri Marsh is located, will
simultaneously pursue environmental conservation and regional development based on its major industry of wet-paddy rice agriculture.

While Tajiri will address wetland protection together with the Ramsar site [zunuma, the Kesennuma region will continue to promote the
protection of the marine environment. Utilizing the rich aquatic environment and international exchanges based on its regional
characteristics, Kesennuma will promote environmental education and eco-tourism.

In the Greater Sendai Area, we will strive to practice ESD based on regional characteristics of urban Sendai, rural Tajiri, and
coastal Kesennuma by starting from environmental education aiming at a recycling-based society co-existing with nature.
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“Forum for Environmental Education and Learning in Sendai, City of Trees” (nicknamed “FEEL Sendai” ) is an entity that coordinates partnerships
among NGOs, schools, universities, public administration, businesses etc. and promotes environmental education and learning. FEEL Sendai organizes various

activities that raise awareness of environmental problems. For example, “Mori Mori Environment Rescue Team” is a project to develop experiential EE \
programs and human resources that can utilize these programs and to promote partnerships and collaboration among citizens.
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Kesennuma City legislated “Environmental Basic Ordinance” in 2002 and declared itself Japan’s first
“Slow Food City” in 2003. The City is promoting various environmental activities utilizing its natural environment
such as the ocean, sawiooth coastline, rivers and forests. In particular, in the formal education sector, Omose
Elementary School, Omose Junior High School and Kesennuma High School are working together to vertically
align an environmental education curriculum under the leadership of Kesennuma City Board of Education. These
three schools also partner with their counterparts in Texas, USA, to develop and implement an inquiry-based global
environmental education program utilizing information and communication technology. To promote an
environmental education program jointly with the local community, Omose Elementary School organized “Project
Partnerships Promotion Commitiee” by forging dynamic partnerships with Miyagi University of Education, other
specialized knowledge institutions, local government, and local industry organizations. This has allowed the school
to benefit from distinctive local resources and the expertise offered by these partner institutions.
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The Town of Tajiri in the northern part of Miyagi Prefecture has been exploring ways to secure habitats for tens of the ds of White-fronted Geese that
winter in the Kabukuri-numa Wetland and to increase the area of rice fields that could be home to a variety of species including the Japanese killifish, frogs, and
tubificids worms. A program to utilize “Fuyu-Mizu-Tanbo” or winter-flooded rice fields is underway. In this program, farmers convert to prganic methods and
leave their rice fields flooded over the winter. “Fuyu-Mizu-Tanbo” is considered a viable strategy to develop sustainable agriculture and secure habitat for
wetland wild life. In 2004, the Town started a program to subsidize cooperating rice growers. This ecological farming method offers multiple benefits; it improves
biodiversity, purifies polluted water, and enriches the water table. It is anticipated that “Fuyu-Mizu-Tanbo” contribute to revitalizing a balanced agricultural
community and promoting sustainable regional development. There are also various environmental education activitie in Tajiri, such as the “Friendship Project”
carried out in collaboration with Miyagi University of Education, courses on eco-tourism, and Kabukuri Marsh exploration outings organized by local NGOs




