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The Role of Miyagi University of Education

Miyagi University of Education has been engaged in education and research activities to cultivate “mature individuals with broad perspectives” in its
ongoing efforts to meet global challenges to create sustainable society for the humankind of the 215t century.

We have made significant achievements particularly in the fields of environmental education, special need education, coursework analysis, and
international understanding based on activities of our four affiliated research centers. Our attached elementary and secondary schools have also made
significant contributions to curricular development, pioneering in the creation and implementation of the curriculum of “integrated study” in Japan. These
achievements are applied to practical experience-based educational programs we carry out in elementary, junior high and senior high schools in various regions
of the Greater Sendai Area (Sendai City, Kesennuma City and Tajiri Town) in cooperation with Miyagi Prefectural and Sendai City Boards of Education.

‘We would like to make further contributions, as a member of the Greater Sendai Area RCE, to the revitalization of local communities by creating
opportunities for human resources development. To develop local capacities to implement ESD, we will offer satellite lectures, carry out Friendship Projects
and other capacity-building workshops. In addition, we would like to play vital roles in the Greater Sendai Area RCE as a coordinator that integrates diverse

activities in distinct sub-regions within the Area, a center of information network, and a catalyst for various partnership activities.
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Environmental Education Center of Miyagi University of Education developed a useful guidebook for carrying out an experience-based “integrated study” on the
site of Nanbu (Southern) Coast of the Sendai Bay in cooperation with the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transportation. We are supporting environmental
Iearning at elementary and junior high schools in the coastal region. For example, we developed programs titled “Investigation of Coastal Drift Items” and
“Let’ s Protect Black Pine Forests” in cooperation with local schools and local boards of education ( Iwanuma, Watari, and Yamashita Boards of Education).
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What is ESD?

The United Nations passed a resolution to begin the “Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development” (DESD) from January 2005. Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is a
dynamic undertaking which envisions a world where everybody has the chance to benefit from quality
education and to learn the lifestyles, behaviors and values necessary to build a sustainable future. ESD
should enable local communities to address global challenges such as environmental protection,
fulfillment of human rights, and promotion of economic justice, including poverty alleviation.
Concretely speaking, we will take actions to jointly promote ESD by enhancing partnerships among
educational institutions, local people and governments, NGOs and businesses. Education here includes
formal, non-formal and informal education. In the Greater Sendai Area, we start from carrying out
education for realizing a recycling-based society coexisting with nature.
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What is RCE?

The United Nations University (UNU) proposes the
concept of a Regional Center of Expertise on Education for
Sustainable Development (RCE) as a means to promote the UN
Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD),
2005-2014. RCE is a network of existing institutions of fomal,
non-formal, and informal education mobilized to jointly
promote ESD at the regional/local level. UNU will designate
five to ten RCEs by the end of 2003, and the Greater Sendai
Area is a candidate region of one of the initial group of RCEs to
be launched.
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